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2016-2017 

Our Lady of the Fields 
Confirmation 

Handbook 

“We can study the whole history of salvation, we can study 
the whole of Theology, but without the Spirit we cannot 
understand. It is the Spirit that makes us realize the truth or 
– in the words of Our Lord – it is the Spirit that makes us 
know the voice of Jesus.” 

— Pope Francis 
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Dear Parents and Guardians:  

It is our joy as the coordinating team for this year’s Confirmation formation process, to 

welcome you and your candidates for Confirmation. 

 

We look forward to celebrating our faith together during the next few weeks as we all 

“deepen our faith; believe the gospel message and go forth to proclaim the gospel in 

our world.” (Pope Benedict XVI February 15, 2001).  Through our preparation for the 

sacrament we will work together to evangelize our young people and our parish so we 

may all share our faith with others through our words and deeds. 

 

Throughout this process, we offer individual attention and personal care to each 

participant and the opportunity to share more deeply in our life of prayer, reflective 

learning, outreach ministries and witness opportunities for us all.  We will call on the 

talents of all who are directly involved in the faith formation process of our youth. 

This includes you, parents and guardians, sponsors, and all of our catechists, priests, 

deacons and our whole community of faith at Our Lady of the Fields. 

We encourage all the candidates involved to join in ways that will help them continue 

to deepen their faith until Confirmation and for many years beyond. Our goal is to help 

everyone recognize opportunities to learn and to serve in our parish, in our area and, 

indeed, throughout the world. 

 

We know for certain that the primary role in the religious formation of your children is 

yours, parents and guardians.  Our formation process recognizes this truth and we ask 

to partner with you in your ministry as parents. We wish to work together for the good 

of our youth and their preparation to encounter Christ and the Holy Spirit in this 

wonderful Sacrament of life. Our Catechists and Staff will work alongside you, 

parents, guardians and sponsors, as you prepare the candidates for Confirmation. 

Working together, we hope to offer the very best example to your youth and to model 

how to prepare and live as a Confirmed Christian in our church and in our world. 

We encourage you to worship together weekly, to read and pray with the Scriptures 

and to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation in our church and in your home, so 

you may truly live the gospel message together, and to be a family of peace, caring and 

love for one another. 

 

May the Spirit of God guide and support us in this process of faith formation and 

Confirmation preparation. If we can assist in any way at any time, please be in touch 

with us. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

 

Lisa Hogan    Debbie Kitchen          Kathleen Jauschnegg  

 

Thomas E Little, Ed. D., D. Min.   Andrea McGill Reddinger 
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CONFIRMATION MASSES 
TBD* 

9:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

 

Candidates will be assigned a mass time in advance.  

 

St. John Neumann Church 

620 N Bestgate Rd, Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

 

CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL 

 

Attendance at the Confirmation rehearsal is mandatory for 

all candidates and sponsors.  We understand that some 

sponsors are from out-of-town and may not be able to make 

an additional trip.  In these cases it is acceptable for parents 

to attend the rehearsal instead of the sponsor.   Candidates 

must attend the rehearsal.   

 

 Rehearsal will take place at 

St. John Neumann Church 

 

Thursday, Before Confirmation*  

6:00p.m. (for 9:00 mass candidates) and 7:30 p.m. (for 

12:30 p.m. candidates) 

 

 

** These dates are pending notification from Archbishop’s 

office and we will communicate dates as soon as we receive 

information.  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Faith Formation Office    
 

Faith Formation main number: 410-923-6953  

Email: confirmation@olfparish.com 

 

Dr. Tom Little:  Pastoral Associate for  Evangelization and Faith 

Formation 

Phone:  410-923-7025   Email: tlittle@olfparish.com 

 

Kathleen Jauschnegg: Coordinator of Youth/Young Adult Ministry 

Phone:  410-923-7024  Email:  kath@olfparish.com 

 

Debbie Kitchen:  Registrar/Child Protection Coordinator 

Phone:  410-923-7026             Email:  debbie@olfparish.com 

 

Andrea Reddinger:  Coordinator of Children’s Faith Formation 

Phone:  410-923-7023   Email:  andrea@olfparish.com 

 

Lisa Hogan:  Asst. Coordinator of Children’s Faith Formation 

Phone:  410-923-7037   Email:  Lisa@olfparish.com 

Confirmation Catechists: 

Sean Mihaly Sun. 8:00 a.m. smihaly@outlook.com 

Todd Vantertie/ 

Trish Hyman 

Sun 12:30 p.m. todd.j.vandertie@att.com 

firphym@aol.com 

Chris Harris Sun. 4:30 p.m chriswharris@aol.com 

Peter Veres Sun. 4:30 p.m pete@megasnap.net 

Lynn Watts Sun. 4:30 p.m watts.lynn@gmail.com 

Alice Lukas Tues. 4:30 p.m. a23lukas@comcast.net 

Cathy Gallagher  Wed. 4:30 p.m. 1224cq@gmail.com 

Andy Roe Wed. 6p.m. aroe@alarmtechsolutions.com 

Chris Simpson Wed. 6p.m. simpsoncr@outlook.com 
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A candidate for the sacrament of Confirmation is 

moving toward: 

 

 A desire for intimate union with Christ  

 A response to Jesus mysterious mercy and for-

giveness 

 An acceptance of our goodness as God’s be-

loved creation 

 A conscious and faithful response to the actions 

and gifts of the Holy Spirit 

 A sense of belonging to the universal church and 

to the parish community 

 Experiencing significant relationships with per-

sons of faith 

 A conscious awareness of personal spirituality 

 A disposition to be educated in the faith and the 

Christian way of life 

 A deeper relationship with our parish communi-

ty 

 An understanding of our responsibility to live 

and share our Christian faith and values with 

others 
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PICTURES 
 

A professional photographer will be secured for our official 

Confirmation picture.  Order forms will be passed out at the rehearsal.   

The group picture will be in the church before the ceremony.   

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION MASS DRESS CODE 
 
Candidates will not be wearing robes, so please follow these 

guidelines: 

  

Gentlemen: 

Dress shirt with a collar and tie (sports jacket is optional) and dress 

slacks or a suit and appropriate shoes (no tennis shoes or flip flops). 

  

Ladies: 

Dresses (knee length and shoulders covered) , skirt or dressy pants and 

blouse, appropriate dressy sandals or shoes (no flip flops).   

 

Modesty – no low cut tops or short length skirt/dress.  Please note that 

a shrug, shawl, or cardigan may be worn during the Mass  

to cover strapless or thin straps.   
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT AND 

ENCOURGEMENT 
 
During the retreat days, each parent (along with other family 

members) and the child’s catechist will be asked to write and 

submit a letter of support and encouragement to be delivered to 

the retreatant after the hour of reconciliation in the afternoon.  

These letters are meant to encourage and support the retreatant in 

their continuing search to know God and to reach their spiritual 

growth goals in the Confirmation program.  They are a most 

important part of the retreat process. 

 

Parents will please deliver their letters in an envelope with the 

child’s name to the Office two weeks before the confirmation 

retreat in which their child is participating. Please sign your 

name across the sealed flap on the back of the envelope . 

 

Sample letters and ideas are included in your folder.  

 
 

 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER AND 

CANCELATION POLICY:  

 

Cancellations  for Sunday sessions are announced by calling  

410-923-6953 for a recorded message.   Weekday sessions will 

follow the Anne Arundel County School System.  If schools are 

dismissed early, or after school activities are cancelled, we will 

be cancelled as well.  We are NOT affected by school holidays. 

Cancelations will also be communicated via Flocknote, and 

posted on our website.  
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CONFIRMATION 

REQUIREMENTS 
 

All candidates must: 
 

____ Attend the Parent/Candidate Orientation on Aug 24th or 28th, 2016 

         ____ Complete the Application for the Reception of Confirmation  form 

          ____ Pay the $210 Confirmation fee 

 

____ At 1st session with Catechist: 

 ____Submit copy of Baptismal Certificate 

 ____Return signed Commitment Form 

 ____Submit Volunteer Application and 3 references 

 ____Complete the Worthy of the Call volunteer training  

  

____Notify FF office of Sponsor selection before October 6, 2016 

 

____Attend the Sponsor/Parent/Candidate Session on October 16, 2016 

 

____ Notify FF office of Confirmation name before December 1, 2016 

 

____Attend All Confirmation sessions with Catechists  

 

____Attend one of the Confirmation Retreats  

 

____Parent prepare an Encouragement letter for candidate for their retreat 

 

____Participate in at least 1 “internal” service/witness project and 2 “external” service/

witness projects. Complete log and reflection sheets 

 

____Participate in a pilgrimage outing (either with Parish or on your own) and complete  

reflection sheet 

 

____Complete “6 Conversations” booklet  with sponsor and complete log sheet before 

March 15, 2017 

 

____Attend a Confirmation Conversation (March 2017) 

 ___Submit Bishop letter 

 ___Bring journal and witness/service log 

____Attend Confirmation Rehearsal  

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=check+logo&view=detailv2&&id=459DB52B48E3FA2CB70345538B3CA004BE9F0757&selectedIndex=0&ccid=%2fviSulUu&simid=608043224196648173&thid=OIP.Mfef892ba552ef6770e1f21a88d8680b0o0
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DEADLINES FOR  

CONFIRMATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 

 

DUE DATES: 

 

August 24th or 28th: Parent/Candidate Orientation: 

  Completed Faith Formation Registration 

  Application for the Reception of Confirmation form 

  $210 Confirmation  Fee 

 

First Session with Catechist: 

  Return the completed  “Commitment Form” 

  Submit of a copy of their Baptismal certificate  

   Submit volunteer application and references 

  Complete Worthy of the Call volunteer training 

 

No later than October 6, 2016: 

  Notify office of Sponsor selection 

 

No later than December 1, 2016 

  Notify office of Confirmation name  

 

Confirmation Conversation: (March 2017)  

Please bring: 

  Completed Sponsor “6 conversations”  log sheet 

  Service/Witness log and reflections  

  Journal  

  Letter to the Bishop  
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BISHOP’S LETTER FORMAT 
 

Dear Archbishop Lori (Or Your Excellency), 

 

 Paragraph # 1 – This should be an introduction to who you 

are. Your name, grade, school, what kind of activities you like, 

some background on your family etc… 

 

 Paragraph # 2 – This paragraph should be about your 

Confirmation experience. What did you like most, what had the 

strongest or greatest impact on you, what will you remember, was 

there an event or lesson that stuck out to you etc…? 

 

 Paragraph # 3 – This is about how your Confirmation 

experience has changed you. How have you grown? What were the 

challenges? How is your faith now? Where are you going from 

here? 

 

 Paragraph # 4 – This is just a closing. You can thank him 

for reading and coming out, tell him you are looking forward to 

meeting him etc… 

 

Sincerely, 

 Handwritten signature 

 

First and last name 

 
 

 

CLERGY, ALTAR SERVERS, AND  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 

Many candidates have relatives and friends who are priests, 

deacons, altar servers or Eucharistic Ministers.  If these guests 

would like to help serve at the Confirmation Mass, please call our 

office to make arrangements. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=due+date+logo&view=detailv2&&id=AF038538C0CB241F1415873B815342052C3CD52A&selectedIndex=5&ccid=Vjjljt6K&simid=607987054610353344&thid=OIP.M5638e58ede8aad03db48adf9f8e88a27o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=bishop+at+confirmation+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=DAFE97EDF445B3594F6F8AD061B258DF0D7BCAC4&selectedIndex=8&ccid=w3rdwndd&simid=608006296071703493&thid=OIP.Mc37addc2775da52a2e92b16250b5015ao0
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LETTER TO BISHOP 
 

 Every Confirmation Candidate MUST write a letter to either the 

Bishop who will confirm them or Archbishop Lori.  (We do not 

know which Bishop will celebrate the Sacrament with us until 

late in the process).  

 

 Letters must be typed using 12 point font, double spaced and 

must include a handwritten signature.  

 

 The letter should be about 1-2 pages, however there is no specific 

page requirement for this letter. Instead, it is most important that 

you are genuine and speak to your experiences during this time 

and its impact on you as a Christian. Please staple pages together 

if it is more than one page.  

 

 This is an informal letter, but the Bishop/Archbishop will 

personally read each letter. So please be respectful and proof-read 

for grammatical errors. 

 

 Please note that this is NOT a time to raise complaints about the 

Confirmation process. If you do have complaints or concerns 

about Confirmation Preparation, please contact the staff here at 

the Parish.   

 

 An outline of letter content is on the next page and in your folder. 

You DO NOT have to follow this outline if you do not want to. 

This is just to give you an idea of the kind of information you 

should include, but make it your own. 

 

 The letter should be turned in at the Confirmation conversation in 

March.  
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MATERIALS 

 
We are using the Loyola Press Confirmed in the 

Spirit confirmation curriculum. Every candidate will receive a 

handbook and journal at orientation. Candidates will also receive 

the Faith to Faith 6 Conversations booklet  at the sponsor/

candidate retreat on Oct. 16th . 

 

COMMITMENT FORM 
 

The candidate should discuss the Commitment form with their 

parents or  guardians. Please return your COMMITTMENT 

FORM to your catechist at the first gathering session. 

 

 

BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE 
 

Confirmation candidates  must provide us with a copy of their 

Baptismal Certificate (if baptized at Our Lady of the Fields 

please provide date).  We understand many candidates have 

received other sacraments here at Our Lady of the Fields, but we 

do not keep copies of their Baptismal Certificates on file.   

Please return copies of Baptismal Certificates to the FAITH 

FORMATION OFFICE by  the candidate’s first session with 

catechist.  
 

 

CONFIRMATION FEE 
 

The Confirmation fee is $210 and covers all program materials 

including your one-day retreat options.  Please return your 

check to the FAITH FORMATION OFFICE at the Parent/

Candidate Meeting August 24th or 28th.  If this fee is a 

financial hardship for your family, please contact the Faith 

Formation Office. 
 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=confirmed+in+the+spirit+loyola+press&view=detailv2&&id=53B42279015BF19D38E2D6317D850F1F15E6A3A9&selectedIndex=0&ccid=oMj3vG4m&simid=608050877827058251&thid=OIP.Ma0c8f7bc6e260f95c6ac2277aef736b5o0


 8 

  

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
 

Each candidate is required to attend a  Confirmation retreats which 

provides young people with a unique experience of prayer and 

contemplation.  We host the retreats at St Anthony’s Retreat Center in 

Ellicott City. The day includes learning activities and faith-sharing to 

give opportunities for the teens to recognize their need for the Holy 

Spirit in order to live the Christian life and to witness Christ in their 

everyday lives. Candidates are required to attend one retreat with their 

classmates and catechists.   

 

Parents are welcome and invited to join the retreat day and to help in 

leading the design of the day.  Please talk to one of the program leaders 

or your child’s catechist if you might be able to join us for a retreat day. 

 

The retreat dates are: January 22, February 26 and March 26, 2017.  

Candidates will be assigned a date, please contact Faith Formation office 

if you have a conflict and we will do our best to accommodate you..  

The sessions begin at 9 AM and concludes with Mass celebrated by 

Msgr. O’Connor. Participants will have the opportunity for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharistic Adoration during the day. 

Family members are invited to Mass at 4:30 in the retreat house chapel.  

Retreatants may leave with their parents at the conclusion of Mass. 

 

 
  
 

 

PARISH COMMUNITY 
 

Confirmation Candidates are expected to be active members in the 

service of the parish and the community. Each Candidate must 

volunteer to serve the parish in at least one event that arises 

through-out the year, or through a liturgical ministry. Candidates 

should track their participation in these activities on their service/

witness log in the back of their journal. Additional information 

regarding parish events will be communicated throughout  

the year.  

 13 

 

 CONFIRMATION  NAME 
 

Candidates may choose  to continue with their Baptismal name - 

the name given to them by you, their parents.  This is the name that 

started their covenant journey with Christ.  However, many 

candidates wish to select another name for Confirmation.  This 

choice should be carefully researched and studied by the candidate.  

We are blessed with a wealth of Saints to choose from, so if a 

candidate is not sure where to begin or how to choose, they can 

receive guidance from their catechist. We will assume that 

candidates are taking their baptismal names as their Confirmation 

names unless we are notified with a new choice. Names are due no 

later than October 6.  

   
 
 

CONFIRMATION CONVERSATIONS 
 

Near the end of the formation process, there will be a 10-15 minute 

conversation for candidates to talk about their Confirmation 

journey.   These conversations are designed to be a discussion 

about the teen’s overall Confirmation experience and how they 

have grown in the Lord and their readiness to receive the 

sacrament.  Conversations will be scheduled in March 2017.  You 

will be notified of your conversation time in February.  

 

Candidates should bring:  

 Sponsor “6 conversations”  log sheet 

 Service/Witness log and reflections  

 Journal  

 Letter to the Bishop  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=St.+Anthony+Shrine+Maryland&view=detailv2&&id=15F3D01D8EA570EC29093DC11E3CB19997F22CC9&selectedIndex=17&ccid=T0VrvlvJ&simid=607995404035360458&thid=OIP.M4f456bbe5bc9e8be508a060b78362b78o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=confirmation+symbols&view=detailv2&&id=46E7F3924005087373B9786282051E52B734C5A1&selectedIndex=0&ccid=z39zjWEp&simid=607994467733867313&thid=OIP.Mcf7f738d61295d60a4cad371fd94386fH0
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ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS AND 

CALENDAR 
 

Attendance at all program sessions/events is extremely important to 

prepare the candidates for reception of the sacrament. When a 

session or event is missed, the candidate loses time for fellowship 

and prayer, as well as not mastering the material covered in that 

day’s event. We ask that you make these gatherings a priority and 

make a sincere effort to adjust other obligations accordingly.  If you 

need to miss a session please contact catechist with reason and an 

appropriate make up will be determined. Excessive absences will 

impact the candidates eligibility.  

 

**Please note that Confirmation Gathering sessions DO NOT 

follow the same schedule as other Faith Formation classes here at 

OLF.   Please check your calendars carefully.   

 

A calendar is included in your folder. The calendar details the 

following: 

 

 Gathering dates with catechists 

 Planned pilgrimages 

 Planned service/witness activities 

 Family Worship Weekends 
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SERVICE & WITNESS  
 

We believe that a vital part of the 

candidates preparation for living a 

full Christian life is developing a 

habit of witnessing faith through 

serving others. This not only helps others, but the 

benefits to you are many, from greater closeness to 

Jesus Christ to an awareness of the plight of the less 

fortunate. Therefore, Confirmation Candidates are asked 

to participate in service/witness projects and activities. 

As Christians we live as imitators of Christ and, 

therefore as servants to those in need.   We encourage 

the candidates to participate in ongoing service in 

conjunction with their study of the spiritual and corporal 

works of mercy.  We believe that is best done in 

cooperation with local care facilities for the elderly, 

those with intellectual disabilities, the homeless, or 

organizations with a service mission in addition to 

helping with projects in our church.  We are working in 

cooperation with local service organizations, our parish 

and you,  our parents to provide opportunities to witness 

to the Lord’s call to serve in God’s name.  

 

Candidates will participate in witness activities 

throughout the Confirmation learning program. We will 

be scheduling several opportunities, but the candidate 

may also participate in events on their own.  We ask that 

they list all activities on the log in back of their journal 

and write a reflection in their journal which they will 

review during the sessions and at the confirmation 

conversations. 

  

The service/witness activities must reflect 1 activity at 

the Parish and 2 approved activities at outside locations. 
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SPONSORS 
 

Each candidate, with the help of his or her parents and catechist, is 

responsible for choosing a sponsor. At Baptism, parents chose two 

sponsors (godparents) for their child – people who made a commitment 

to be an example of the faith and help raise them in the Catholic way of 

life.  Candidates are encouraged to pick someone who lives near by so 

the sponsor can participate in the program and offer spiritual support in 

the coming years; however this is not required. 

 

 

Requirements to be a Confirmation Sponsor : 

 

 Must be a practicing Catholic and have received the Sacraments 

of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation) 

 Must be at least 16 years old 

 May not be the candidate’s parent 

 

 

 

SPONSOR CANDIDATE SESSION 
 

Sponsors and Candidates must attend a Sponsor/Candidate Session  at 

Our Lady of the Fields on October 16, 2016 from 2-4:00 p.m. This 

Session is for Sponsors and Candidates to begin their faith sharing 

journey.  If sponsors can not attend this session, a parent may take the 

place of the sponsor.   
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CONVERSATION SESSIONS 
 

 

Sponsors and candidates are required to have 6 faith sharing conversa-

tions.  We will distribute a magazine-style guide to these conversations 

at the Sponsor/Candidate retreat. Each conversation will probably last 

about 30-45 minutes.  The guides are not a script that must be followed, 

but rather they are conversation starters. Feel free to let your discus-

sions go wherever the spirit leads them.   

 

After each conversation, please fill out the reflection/log sheet. Make 

sure that both Candidate and Sponsor sign after each dialogue. If the 

conversation is held over the phone, a parent may sign for the sponsor.  

Bring the completed log sheet to your confirmation conversation in 

March. 

 

 

 

 

 

PILGRAMAGES 
 

 Pilgrimage has been part of the Christian tradition for centuries. A pil-

grimage is a spiritual journey to a sacred place. It is a time to concen-

trate on the spiritual life without distractions — a time for prayer and 

meditation, learning and enrichment. All candidates will  participate in 

a day pilgrimage with their sponsor and/or parents.  

 

We will plan 2 nearby outings (refer to calendar for details). We will 

also provide a list of suggested destinations if you prefer to schedule an 

outing on your own. Upon completion of their outing, candidates 

should write a reflection in their journal which they will review during 

the sessions and at the confirmation conversations. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=confirmation+sponsor&view=detailv2&&id=A9C35898ACDE3A977DBED933237E1B0BF3F5F436&selectedIndex=50&ccid=V7129NvY&simid=607988978756289838&thid=OIP.M57bd76f4dbd8e9c17bb2e4c7b209687bo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mother+seton+house+baltimore&view=detailv2&&id=9EFB4AF8583880EC904E6BE1CEBBA4BAE4C485DA&selectedIndex=10&ccid=NC2O3jqu&simid=608018515244157236&thid=OIP.M342d8ede3aae22b70afd434299d31b6fo0

